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Camp Friedenswald provides people of all ages the opportunity to grow in  
relationship with God, self, others and nature. 

Letter from the Director

The
FRIEDENSWORD

In this issue of The Friedensword we acknowledge the many individuals, churches, and organizations 
who contributed as Builders in 2017 (see pages 4-5). Without their commitment to Camp and 
their generosity with time, skills, and financial resources, Friedenswald would not exist as it does 
today.

The Buiders’ Association was initiated in 1965, and since then the Builders have provided essential 
services to Friedenswald’s ministry.  While our records don’t go back to the ‘60s, when looking 
at the past several years we can say without a doubt that this year was record-setting: nearly 
230 households/churches. Thank you! Please take note of the significant projects (see page 5) 
completed in the past year, all made possible through the generous support of the Builders and 
other Camp friends.

I am equally happy to share that because of your generosity we continue to move closer to our 
$2.1 million goal for Renew Friedenswald, with only $37,000 remaining to be pledged or given.

As we look back with much gratitude and joy for all that happened at Camp Friedenswald in 2017, 
we also look forward with energy and excitement as we live into our Resilience and Sustainability 
Plan 2022 (see page 3). It is our prayer that through the implementation of this plan, created in 
2017 by Amy Huser with participation from Camp staff, board, and constituents, we might more 
fully live into our core values, especially those of stewardship, nature, and simplicity: 

Stewardship – We care for the resources and relationships that are entrusted to Camp 
Friedenswald with a mind for the future.

Nature – We value the natural world as an expression of God’s spirit to be explored, delighted 
in and cared for.

Simplicity – We provide a retreat from our fast paced culture and technology and a space to 
practice intentional ways of living.

We also look ahead to another summer of camping, and to welcoming the summer staff and campers 
who will join us as together we explore Jesus’ call to “follow.” Please continue to remember all 
who make Friedenswald part of their summer. May we continue to learn what it means to be 
“Followers of The Way.”

Once again, thank you for being engaged and committed to the ministry of Camp Friedenswald! 
We couldn’t do it without your support.

In peace,

Jenna Liechty Martin, Executive Director

Right: Builders enjoy a morning hike across the 
prairie fen bridge  

Left: Blooming daffodils planted by Women’s 
Retreat participants.



Year-round Staff 
Vicki Archer, Dishwasher
Anthony Conrad, Facilities Assistant
Jonathan Fridley, Facilities Director
Andrea Golden, Bookkeeper
Naomi Graber Leary, Program Director
Amy Huser, Sustainability & Outdoor 
    Education Director
Susie Huser, Sustainability & OE Intern
Kevin Leary, Program Coordinator
Jenna Liechty Martin, Executive Director
Amber Parker, Housekeeper
Anita & Paul Pawelski, Guest Hosts
Deb Sprunger Martens, Guest Group 
    Coordinator
Ellie Solano, Food Service Director
Vicky Solano Hawkins, Food Service/
    Housekeeper

Board of Directors
Rick Buterbaugh - Chicago, IL
Phoebe Graber - Goshen, IN
Mary Habegger Fox - Berne, IN
Hal Hess - Cincinnati, OH
Todd Kirkton - Goshen, IN
Jerry Nussbaum - Galen, OH
Anita Rediger - Geneva, IN
Kent Stucky - Goshen, IN
Peter Suter – Bluffton, OH
Matt Troyer – Goshen, IN
 
Contact us: 
15406 Watercress Way
Cassopolis, MI  49031
269-476-9744
info@friedenswald.org
www.friedenswald.org
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Wonderful winter

We started 2018 off with a bang – three fun and full Winter Camps!  There’s no hibernating 
around these peaceful woods; we dive into the fun that snow and cold brings.  We were espe-
cially blessed with snow this year – for the first time in two years the tube run was open for 
each of the three camps.  From tubing to broomball, snow balls to snow sculptures, we are 
grateful for the many ways we were able to enjoy God’s wintry creation.

After a year of construction, it was a special delight to see the renewed facilities being used 
to their full potential.  With over 100 youth from over ten different churches for each of our 
Youth Camps, plus over 100 people for Family Camp – we needed all the space we had!  Seeing 
children making memories together is a special joy – and with over a third of our family camp-
ers under eight-years-old, there were lots of noisy and rambunctious memories being made!

Cottonwood Center was filled with singing and laughter throughout the winter as our center 
of worship.  Speakers and music leaders helped create spaces and times for growing with God.  
Worship centered our times together and helped us create a place for retreat, renewal, and 
reconnection.

Ask a youth or family you know who attended a camp this winter; each person has a different 
story which tells why camp has an ongoing place in peoples’ lives.

From Friedenswald’s table to yours

As the snow and ice melt, the work to prepare for summer camps heats up!  We’re 
recruiting summer staff, camp pastors, and nurses to help create a home-away-from-
home for each of our campers.

Summer camps remain the heart of our programming, and we know many of you 
have memories close to your heart from summers spent at Camp Friedenswald.  
We’ve included a classic Friedenswald table grace to take you back to your camping 
days. Perhaps it might even help you spread new memories to the next generation 
of campers.  If you sing this with your family, let us know with a video or photo!

(to the tune of Edelweiss)

Bless our friends, bless our food
Come, O Lord and sit with us
May our talk glow with peace
Come, O Lord and surround us

Friendship & peace may you bloom and grow
Bloom and grow forever
Bless our friends, bless our food
Come, O Lord and surround us

Far left: Eva 
Horning & Claire 
Reichenbach 
Top: Huntington 
& Maplewood 
youth playing 
boomwhackers 
Bottom: Junior 
High worship in 
Cottonwood Center 

Jenna Liechty Martin, Executive Director, leads the Builders 
in grace before breakfast during Builders weekend 2017.



The persons listed below contributed as Builders to Camp Friedenswald from January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017.  If you contribut-
ed during this time and your name is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please accept our apologies and notify Jenna Liechty Martin. Camp 
Friedenswald staff and Board of Directors thank you for your generous support, which makes it possible for people of all ages to grow in 
relationship with God, self, others and nature.

Jan Althaus
Pam Anglemyer
Anonymous Donor 
Rachel Augspurger
J.O. & Elizabeth Augspurger
Don Augspurger
Jim & Lois Bare
Richard & Marjorie Baum
Howard & Phyllis Baumgartner
Thomas & Jeannette Bechtel
David & Karen Behrens
Ted & Gretta Beitler
Gregg & Lavonne Beitler
Dave & Evie Bertsche
John & Evelyn Bertsche
Gary & Marilyn Bishop
Don & Carolyn Blosser
Marie & Allan Blunt
John & Tina Bohn
Michael & Connie Brandt
Terry & Liz Bryant
Rick & Cindy Burns
Dan & Linda Burns
Richard Buterbaugh 
Jon Carver
Terry & Bobbie Chappell
Virgil & Louise Claassen
Stanley & Joenita Clemens
Ashton Cluts
Richard & Kathleen Collins
John Courtney
Gayle Dosher
Bill & Esther Eash
Phil & Cindy Eicher
John & Mary Eicher
Jim & Linda Eicher
Bracton & Briana Eicher
Kirk & Heather Eicher-Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eigelberger
Greg & Nedra Engle
Mia Engle

Roger & Mary Flueckiger
John Fox & Mary Habegger Fox
George & Barb Fridley
Jon & Janelle Friesen
Will Gaby
Barbra Gant
Brian & Christine Gehman
Marlin Gerber
John Gerber & Suella Lehman 
  Gerber
Daniel & Jan Gingerich
William Goldberg & Lisa Schirch
Joel & Barbara Graber
Pamela Graber
Peter & Mary Graber
Mary M. Graber
Jonathan & Phoebe Graber
Joe & Jilaine Graber
Cal Graber & Jean Mann Graber
Julia Graber & Raphael LaFrance
Abigail Greaser
John & Jan Gundy
Jim & Bev Haas
Ronald & Ladonna Habegger
Marge Habegger
Gary & Carla Habegger
Mike & Gwen Habegger
Matt & Jen Hartzler
Galen & Karen Hershberger
Stefan & Karen Hershberger
Hal Hess & Christine   
  Schumacher
Steve & Vicky Hill
Rex & Angie Hochstedler
Henry & Martha Hochstetler
Mary Hofstetter
Mark & Beth Hooley
Chad & Michelle Horning
Jim & Sandi Hostetler
Hans & Linda Houshower
Steve & Mary Beth Huser

Amy Huser
Susie Huser
Tig & Karen Intagliata
Marlin & Elizabeth Jeschke
Barry & Janeen Bertsche Johnson
Terry & Lois Kaufmann-
  Hunsberger
Vernon & Shirley King
Titus King & Joy Kauffman King
John Kirchhofer
Todd & Alison Kirkton
Jim & Vicky Kirkton
Timothy & Sarah Koontz
Ted Koontz & Gail Gerber 
  Koontz
Nina Lanctot 
Kevin Leary & Naomi Graber 
  Leary
George & Anita Lehman
Scott & Greta Lehman
Jim & Bertie Lehman
Steve & Rhonda Lehman
Linda Lenich
John & Joy Liechty
Nancy Liechty Loewen
Doug & Mary Liechty-Caskey
Scott Litwiller
Dorothy Loepp
Doug & Paula Luginbill
Eric Mark
Jeff Mark
James & Audra Mark
Arlene Mark
Wesley Mark & Mary Harder
Natalie Mark
David Mark
Deb Martens
Rex Liechty Martens
Phil Martens & Janet Liechty
Peter Martin & Jenna Liechty 
  Martin

Daryl & Karen Martin
Abraham Medellin
Ross & Jeanne Mielke
Brent Miller & Megan Stauffer-
  Miller
Thomas & Sonya Miller
Darren Miller
Imogene Miller
D. Paul Miller
Tom D. and Susan Miller
Dr. Gene & JoAnn Miller
Phil & Karen Miller Rush
Steve & Cyneatha Millsaps
Angela Moore
Mary Anne Moser
Millard & Janean Moser
Lora Nafziger
Ruth Naylor
Lewis Naylor
Kevin & Kendra Nickel
Steve & Rachel Nolt
Caley Ortman
Cara Paden
John & Jo Ann Preheim
John Ponce
Peter & Jodi Quint
Martin & Anita Rediger
Larry & Louise Reeser
Eric & Jennifer Reichenbach
Brian & Heather Reichenbach
Lamar & Adele Reichert
John & Kay Reimer
Deanna Risser
Doug & Maria Schirch
Alva J and Doris M Schlabach 
  Endowment Fund
Ellen Schmell
Greg & Jan Schmidt
Joel Schmidt
Tim & JP Schumacher
Earl & Jane Sears

CAMP FRIEDENSWALD BUILDERS

Left: Jonathan, Abby, and 
Phoebe Graber

Right: First Mennonite 
Church of Bluffton 
volunteers

continued on back
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Diane Shaw
Terry & Kay Sheets
Karl & Michelle Shelly
Anne & Philip Shenk
Michelle Snyder
Keith & Shirley Sommer
Josephine Sommer
James Sommer
Phillip & Margaret Sprunger
Norman Sprunger
Kent & Lillian Sprunger
Carol Sprunger
Maurice Stahly Family 
  Endowment Fund
Bruce & Suzanne Stauffer
Amy Stauffer McNutt
Todd & Lisa Liechty-Steele
Jackson Steinmetz
Joel & Teri Steinmetz
Jane Steinmetz
Jill Steinmetz
James Stevenson
Benjamin & Patricia Streid
Kent & Linda Stucky
Jacob & Becca Stucky
Pete & Kim Suter
Fred & Marlene Suter
Dave & Marlene Suter
Kyle & Monica Tarplee
Tim & Margaret Thut

Who is a Builder?

A Builder is someone who 
believes in the work of 
Camp Friedenswald and is 
committed to supporting 
its mission by providing 
essential financial support 
($500 or more annually) 
and/or volunteering five or 
more days each year.

THANK YOU!

Carolyn Tihen
Matt & Lisa Troyer
Josh & Pagie Troyer
Michelle Unruh
Vanguard Charitable
Barry Weaver & Marjorie Martin 
  Weaver
Lavon & Carol Welty
Martha West
Brian & Brenda Wiebe
Bernie & Marie Wiebe
Daniel & Kathleen Wilson
Penny Yarman
Derek & Joy Yoder
Michael & Mary Lehman Yoder
Phil & Mary Sue Yoder
Kent & Gaye Yoder
Marie Yoder
Holly Zehr

CHURCHES
Assembly Mennonite Church
Eighth Street Mennonite Church
Emmaus Road Mennonite 
  Fellowship
Faith Mennonite Church
First Mennonite Church of 
  Bluffton
First Mennonite Church of 
  Nappanee

Projects completed in 2017 with the 

help of Builders:

•  Renew Friedenswald Campaign

 Renovated Cottonwood Center

 Renovated Sandhill Lodge 

 New Boys’ Cabins 

•  Permanent Dock/Pier  
   (in memory of Susan Sommer and Ted Sommer) 

•  Renovated Friedenhaus basement (for staff housing) 

•  Purchase of “new” Kubota tractor 

First Mennonite Church of 
  Sugarcreek
First Mennonite Church of 
  Urbana-Champaign
Grace Mennonite Church
Hively Avenue Mennonite 
  Church
Intergenerational Sunday School, 
  FMC Berne
Koinonia Sunday School, FMC 
  Berne 
Mennonite Church of Normal
North Danvers Mennonite 
  Church
Oak Grove Mennonite Church
Salem Mennonite Church
Silverwood Mennonite Church
Trenton Mennonite Church

ORGANIZATIONS
Habegger Furniture
Habegger’s Ace Lumber
Moser Motor Sales
Northpoint Elementary School
Poseidon Barge LTD
Shavehead Lake Association
The Mennonite Foundation, Inc.
Yager Furniture

Projects for 2018:

•  Updates and repairs to staff housing 

•  Replace sea wall at Main Beach (Renew Friedenswald project) 

•  Increase insulation in buildings 

•  Install energy efficient lighting across Camp

•  Amphitheater repair and updates

2017 MEMORIAL GIFTS
Stan Naylor
Romaine Lehman
Mary M. (Marge) Graber
Lucille Shewmaker

2017 ESTATE GIFTS
Mary M. (Marge) Graber
Benjamin & Patricia Streid

From left: David Mark and Wesley Mark; Faith Mennonite Church volunteers; Salem Mennonite Church volunteer group
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Resilience and Sustainability Plan 2022

In 1950, Camp Friedenswald was dedicated to “the Glory of 
God,” but how do we ensure that the happenings of Camp are 
in line with this fundamental value?  Can we glorify God as we 
take out the trash, wash dishes, or install a light bulb?  In the fall 
of 2016, Camp began drawing up the Camp Friedenswald Re-
silience and Sustainability Plan 2022 [RSP] in an effort to make 
the answer to this question an unequivocal “yes.”  The plan, 
initiated in 2017, helps us frame decisions so that we’re work-
ing toward a greater good, and provides opportunity for even 
more intentional daily implementation of Camp’s core values, 
such as peace, stewardship, nature, simplicity, and community.  

The RSP addresses goals in three key areas – social, environ-
mental, and financial – forming what is often referred to as a 
“triple bottom line.”  Implementing a plan built on this foun-
dational triad will make Camp Friedenswald a more resilient 
and sustainable organization, ensuring that Camp is around for 
future generations and contributing to the good in the world.  
Here are a few highlighted goals from each area:

Social
   •  Strengthen education for sustainability and creation care
   •  Build trust, connectivity, collaboration among staff
   •  Increase social diversity
   •  Build trust, connectivity, and hospitality in community of 
      camp constituents

Environmental 
   •  Reduce use of fossil fuel based energy
   •  Protect and increase biodiversity
   •  Reduce waste
   •  Improve sustainability of food practices

Financial
   •  Sustainable growth
   •  Increase affordability and accessibility
   •  Improve staff retention & ensure compensation meets 
      living wage standards
 
Sustainability and Outdoor Education Director Amy Huser has 
been working with staff on implementation of the plan, and 
through surveys and discussion developed a list of prioritized 
goals for 2018.  Here are a few of our target areas for 2018: 

   •  Connect people to nature through land use
   •  Educate staff and board in sustainability
   •  Achieve 5-10% financial surplus
   •  Improve energy efficiency 
   •  Continue mindful land management practices
   •  Reduce waste
   •  Increase intercultural competence of staff
   •  Increase use of organic/local food

While there’s certainly a lot of work to do, we’ve also already 
made a lot of progress.  This is some of what’s happened just 
over the past several months:  

   •  Compiled a list of baselines to help us measure our 
      progress.
   •  Added Resilience and Sustainability page to website
   •  Initiated regular blog posts with sustainability/
      environmental focus
   •  Worked on Meditation Points signage to integrate 
      environment/spirituality 
   •  Updated recycling/compost/trash signage
   •  Created a plan for energy efficiency improvements, 
      including switching to all LED bulbs in 2018 – providing a 
      savings to Camp of approximately $70,000 over 20 years 
      and reducing our kwh used for lighting by about 22,000
      kwh per year, equal to 16.2 metric tons of CO2, or the 
      electricity use of 2.4 homes.  
   •  Scheduled staff and board education and collaboration 
      sessions
   •  Met our financial goal for 5-10% surplus in 2017! 
   •  Continued moving  forward with land management work
   •  Developed relationship with Union produce stand owner, 
      Jim Baldwin, for local produce donations

We truly believe that when we respect and honor the Earth we 
are honoring our relationship with God the Creator, and that 
improving our relationship with nature can help us improve 
ourselves, too.  Because the Resilience and Sustainability Plan 
will provide concrete steps for improving our work as stew-
ards while also strengthening Camp Friedenswald as a whole, 
we’re excited to see (and help) it unfold, and will be sure to 
keep you updated.

Above: Volunteer 
Tim Luginbill and 
Facilities Director 
Jonathan Fridley 
work at installing 
LED light bulbs in 
the Dining Hall. 
March 2017.
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2018 SUMMER CAMP DATES

Please consider the grade completed in 2018

June 11-16:    

June 18-23:   

June 18-20:  

June 25-30:  

July 2-7:   

July 9-13:

July 14-15:  

July 16-20: 

Aug. 17-19:

Aug. 31-Sept. 2: 

High School Camp (grade 9-12)

Junior High Camp (grade 7-8)

Primary Camp (grade 1-2)

Pre Junior Camp (grade 3-4)

Junior Camp (grade 5-6)

Family Camp I/Music Camp

Builders Weekend Celebration

Family Camp II

Summer Camp for Grown-ups

       Family Mini-Camp

Check out our new  

late-summer programs!

For those who don’t quite fit either our 

youth or family camp options, we’ve got 

a great camp for you – Summer Camp for 

Grown-ups!

For those who want a family-fun camp, but 

can’t make our week-long options work 

– join us Labor Day weekend for Summer 

Family Mini-Camp! 

“And he said to them, 

‘Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of people.’” 

Matthew 4:19


